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affairs independently of these bodies. Cases of enticement,
adultery, etc. which were in the past decided by the pancha-
yats, are now often taken to courts of law.

As has already been indicated in another place, members
of functional castes are leaving their traditional occupation and
taking to other occupations in increasing numbers. For this
reason as well as for the fact that members of other castes and
religions are taking to occupations, which were in the past
exclusively confined to certain depressed castes, the control of
the panchayats over professional matters has weakened to a
great extent.

The rigid control exercised over members of panchayats
has its good as well as bad points. The caste panchayats with
minute laws regarding eating, drinking, smoking, marriage, etc.
leave little scope for individual initiative. As the permanent
officials and other influential persons who manage caste affairs
are usually older members,panchayats perpetuate conservatism.
They do not easily reconcile themselves to any departure from
the established mode of life.

The weakening of the panchayats may, by giving greater
individual liberty, help bring about a better adjustment of these
people to changed social and economic conditions. On the
other hand, the weakening of the panchayats of functional
castes means increased competition among the members of such
castes and consequently an intensification of the struggle for
existence.

Be it noted, however, that such disintegrating tendencies
are perceptible only on a limited scale. On the whole, the institu-
tion of the caste panchayat still possesses considerable vitality.

Changes in Social Organization

In the course of the present and the preceding chapters
we have examined the social aspect of the life of the depressed
classes and the way it is being modified. The material aspect of
their, lives has been examined in Chapter VI. It would be desir-
able here to analyse the forces at work, to assess the importance
of each and to examine, as far as possible, the resultant effect.

. It should be pointed out that the depressed classes do not
live in isolation.    Many of the more important depressed castes